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LOGISTICS SECTOR UPDATE – APRIL 2007 
 
SECTOR OVERVIEW 
USAID/OFDA is at the forefront of planning and 
implementing the logistics of responding to disasters, 
including airlifts, sealifts, and the procurement of 
emergency relief supplies.  USAID/OFDA maintains three 
disaster response commodity stockpiles located in Miami, 
Florida; Pisa, Italy; and Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  
These warehouses store humanitarian relief commodities, 
including blankets, plastic sheeting, water containers, 
water purification units, hygiene kits, inflatable boats, and 
generators.  Logistics and procurement systems ensure 
that vital emergency relief supplies and services efficiently 
reach those in need.  
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USAID/OFDA staffs a Logistics Unit to respond rapidly to em
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humanitarian relief supplies, including in response to comple
Sudan and natural disasters in Pakistan and Honduras.  To d
supported logistics activities in Bolivia, the Central African Re
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Natural disasters and complex emergencies often produce cr
hinder the delivery of relief supplies.  The U.S. Department o
support to USAID/OFDA to jointly overcome logistical obstac
assets, including personnel, supplies, and equipment, for hum
 
Heavy rains beginning in December 2006 caused major river
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aboard a commercial aircraft, providing medical supplies to treat approximately 20,000 people for 
three months.  DOD’s contributions to logistics and relief commodities enhanced USAID/OFDA’s 
robust response to widespread flooding in Bolivia. 
 
SUPPORTING DISPLACED FAMILIES IN CAR AND CHAD 
When planning the logistics of disaster response, 
USAID/OFDA must consider the unique conditions and 
capacity of each airport facility, including available 
offloading equipment.  While USAID/OFDA uses a variety o
aircrafts in humanitarian relief operations, the majority of 
flights to Africa are arranged on cargo planes, such as the 
Antonov 12 and the Illuysian 76 (IL76).  These planes are 
designed with the capability to load and unload cargo from 
the rear of the aircraft, without specialized offloading 
equipment, directly onto commercial trucks. 
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In response to increasing internal displacement in CAR and Ch
airlifts to both countries to deliver relief commodities, specifical
limited offloading capability at the two destination airports.  Bot
from USAID/OFDA’s Dubai warehouse in February 2007; one 
CAR, and the other in Abeche, Chad.  The two IL76 charter pla
6,675 blankets, 334 rolls of plastic sheeting, and 6,700 water c
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LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES OF TRANSPORTING HUMANITAR
Throughout Sudan, USAID/OFDA-funded logistics programs s
relief workers, forming the backbone of the world’s largest hum
USAID/OFDA contributed more than $13 million for logistics pr
humanitarian organizations serve 5.5 million people affected b
 
When newly displaced families arrive at camps in the Darfur re
humanitarian agencies provide blankets, plastic sheeting, slee
clothing, and other humanitarian items to offer critical support. 
USAID/OFDA, the U.N. developed the Common Pipeline to pro
relief goods in Darfur.  In addition, since 2004, USAID/OFDA h
million to support the U.N. World Food Program’s Humanitarian
Khartoum, humanitarian workers and cargo travel to 20 locatio
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travel.  USAID/OFDA’s funding for these essential logistics act
component of the international response to the ongoing human
 
USAID/OFDA PARTICIPATION IN THE FLEET FORUM 
Efficient humanitarian transport capacity remains a fundament
response mechanisms.  USAID/OFDA participates in the Fleet
association of more than 40 humanitarian agencies working to
transport capability.  The Fleet Forum addresses logistics issue
leasing of vehicles to diminish costs and enhance efficiency, a
mainstream best practices.  Working closely with participating 
USAID/OFDA maintains a supporting role in professionalizing 
strengthening humanitarian transport capacity. 

USAID/OFDA information products are available at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/h
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